






























because of an autolnobile accident in 1942 and its disabling
effects he did not return to this group again. In 1944 he was a
candidate for Lieutenant Governor. He ,vas always intensely
interested in his district and bent all efforts for its progress and
this entailed legislation for highways and. schools and protec
tion of home owners by tax exelnption measures. He did not
confine hinlself to local issues entirely. He ,vas very interested
in the civil service bill and served on the committee ,vhich was
active in its behalf. He advocated a satisfactory tax progranl
and strict economy in state government. He ,vorked diligently
on the things which are still under consideration by this body;
namely, state aid for pupils of schools as ,veIl as their transporta
tion. He ,vas a champion of the underprivileged and handi
capped.

"Senator Berg won Inany friends by his good nature and
friendliness and tho he ,vas stricken down ,vhile still in his
prime of life, it can ,veIl be said of hinl that he followed the
code of:

"True worth is in heing, not seeing,
In doing, each day that goes by,

SOlne little good - not in dreaming
Of great things to do by and by."

The President then recognized the Senator from Ramsey
county, Mr. Novak, who addressed the Senate as follo"ws:

"Mr. President, !ionot'ed Guests and Jl!le1/'~beTs of the Senate:

"When George Nordlin died last Novelnher 20th he was a
national figure. He had served t"rice as National Grand Worthy
President of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the only man in the
history of the organization to do so, and he had a record of
accomplishment in the field of social security which deserved the
acclahn and respect universally given to it.

"Mr. Nordlin was born at Bisnlarck, North Dakota, May 7,
1884, but except for his first year lived all of his life in St. Paul
and got his education in the St. Paul public schools and the
University of Minnesota. He ,vas a practicing lawyer until his
death. He is survived by his 'wife Olga and a stepson, Roland J.
Oliver.

"His legislative career hegan ,vith service in the State House
of Representatives in the 1917, 1919 and 1921 sessions. Elected
to the State Senate in 1923, he continued to serve his 38th district
for a decade. As a legislator his reputation ,vas wide, enviable,
and earned, for he was diligent in his examination of the
measures which attracted his attention and compellingly per
suasive in explanation of his convictions.

"Perhaps the outstanding result of his work in the Senate was
the enactment after years of persistent and ,veIl-directed effort
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unaninlous favorable vote in Senate on the measure and
the general public support callle in large degree froIn his forensic
ability and earnest esponsal. Indeed he was called the 'father'
of the law.

"Interest in the problelns of old age continued to dominate his
life after leaving the Senate. The influence exerted by the Fra
ternal Order of Eagles in the canlpaign for old age assistance
on a federal scale Inay be attributed largely to Mr. Nordlin's
great prestige as an authority on the question and his untiring
support of the Inovenlent. Ability and knowledge got him the
honor of appoinhllent as a Inelllber of the President's Conunittee
on Econolnic Security. Had he "ranted it, the position of Re
gional Director under the Social Security Act could have been
his. National recognition, ho"rever, did not isolate hiIn fronl
his fonner colleagues, for he relnained constantly in contact
,vith theln.

"George Nordlin was a Inan of rare judgment and finn con
victions. He ,von the friendship and appreciation of his col
leagues and enj oyed the confidence of Inany. As we pay hinl our
humble tribute today we are ever nlindful that the memories
of his fine qualities will linger long in the nlinds and hearts of
those who knew and loved hinl."

The President then recognized the Senator fr01n Rice county,
Mr. Goodhue, \vho addressed the Senate as follows:

"M1'. P1'esident, Fellow Members, Friends:

"We pause in our legislative duties today to pay h01nage to
former fellow Inelnbers "rho have departed this life since the
1945 session. WilliaIn L. Roepke died :May 20, 1945, at the
age of seventy-two years. Senator Roepke was born in Lancaster,
Wisconsin, was educated in VVisconsin and Iowa but his loyalty
,vas to the state which he ehose for his hOl11e, for which he de
voted untiring efforts for its progress and its people. He is
survived by his wife; daughters, Mrs. Doris Bear and Mrs. A.
A. Nelson; sons, WilliaIll C. and George.

"In 1926 he ,vas elected to the Senate fr0111 the 18th District.
He sponsored bills relating to the inlprovel11ent of fanll prod
ucts because it was a faIlliliar field to hiIll. Later he becaIlle inter
ested in nlotor traffic laws and encouraged the passage of the
driver's license bill and \vorked to enact legi~lation calling for
financial responsibility on the part of those operating motor
vehicles. His interest in traffic led hilll to assist those ,vho were
concerned with highways and he was an author of the bill to
divert a part of the gas tax to townships for highway purposes.
In 1931 he was appointed ehairlnan of the comlnittee on nlotor
vehicles and motor tax la,vs, "which position he held for several
sessions, also serving on IIIany other cOl11mittees. His devotion
to duty was keen. He considered his political efforts as a duty
imposed by the privileges of citizenship.
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"His was not a one-sided nature. 'He was active in the fraternal
groups and ainong these ,vere the Lions and the Elks. His
Masonic affiliation included the Knights Telnplar and the Shrine.
His religious affiliation was ,vith the Lutheran Church. His
varied hobbies ,vere baseball, shooting, checkers and chess. It
,vas this diversity that helped create for him Inany real friends
of ,vhoin he ,vas genuinely fond. There is perhaps no one who
would wish Inore sincerely to have no nlourning at his passing.
He ,vould say to us here today: 'And Inay there he no nloaning
of the hal', 'Vhen I put out to sea.' "

The President then recognized the Senator fronl Pennington
county, Mr. Dahlquist, who addressed the Senate as follows:
"M1'. President, Guests of Honor, Mem,bers of the Senate:

"To Ine, as to others "vho nUInhered 'Vin' 'Veber as a friend,
the report of his death CaIne unexpectedly. My association 'Yith
'Vin' dated back Inany years prior to nlY cOIning to the Legisla
ture. Because of our conlnlon interest in lle,vspaper work and
because of our close association as Ineinbers and officers of the
State Editorial Association, along with our later association in
this body, I probably had occasion to know hhn better than
many others who were close to hiIn. Our relationship ,vas fra
ternal and intiInate as ,veIl as friendly, and the report of his
sudden and entirely unexpected death ,vas a great shock to Ine.

"On this occasioll I would like to speak a word of tribute
to his life of unselfish service. I kne"w his deep devotion to
his own conlnlunity. I knew of his great contribution to that
conlnlunity and of the effort he put forth to advance its inter
ests, and ho,v through the Inedium of his paper he spread the
fame of his beloved Murrayland. That his efforts to advance the
interests of his own COl1lnlunity ,vere appreciated by its citizens
was attested to tiIne and again by the confidence in hiIn that was
expressed by his neighbors in lnany ,vays. He was highly re
spected by the people ,vho kne,v hinl as a neighbor.

"The excellence of his ne,vspaper, his ability as an editor and
a publisher, and his capacity for leadership were recognized
by his fello'v publishers when, in spite of his youth at that tiIne,
they elected hhn president of their state association, the young
est ll1an in the history of the organization to hold that office.

"The value of his contribution to this body is recognized by
all who served with hhn. I personally nwe hill1 a special debt of
gratitude for the assistance he gave lne as a ne,v Inember.

"Those of us ,vho served ,vith hhn will agree that 'Vin' "Teber
was a man of strong convictions. He had an active lllind and
he had ideas, it seelned to lne, on all subjects. He expressed hiIn
self freely and effectively. But the one thing that he tried to
impress upon Ine, as a new lnelnber, and he Inentioned it thne
and again~ was that in this body a lneinber had only one obliga
tion and that ,vas to speak and act according to his own honest
convictions and beliefs. Most of the thne 'Vin' and I llloved in
the SaIne direction. We did not ahvays agree however, but never
once, when we disagreed, did I feel that he bore any resent,lnent
because of the fact that we differed.
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"And, never once, in Iny relationship ,vith 'Yin' Weber, did
I question his sincerity or his honesty. Like a good lunpire, he
'called theln as he saw theln.'

"In the death of 'Yin' Weber the State of Minnesota lost one
of its courageous and far sighted leaders - the newspaper
fraternity lost one of its nl0st capable menlbers - Murrayland
lost one of its Inost loyal citizens - and I lost a friend."

The President then recognized the Senator fronl Lyon county,
1\11'. Ahnen, who addressed the Senate as follows:

"Mr. President, Guests of Honor, Fellow Members:

"I personally knew four of the nlen whose Inelnory ,ve are
honoring this afternoon. I anl rising to speak extenlporaneously
and to publicly acknowledge Iny debt for the friendship which
IllY neighbor J. V. V\Teber besto,ved upon Ine. vVe were neigh
bors. Out in the sinall towns and in the rural sections of the
state neighborliness, friendliness, kindliness are the halhnarks
of true Inanhood. Under that definition Yin Weber ranked
anlong the highest.

"Often he asked Il1e to ride ,vith hiIl1 as ,ve canle to and from
the meetings of the legislature. On such occasions we discussed
a great many things: local happenings, local problems, sectional
problenls, state problenls, national problems, religion, philos
ophy and whatnot and I found him a sthnulating person to
associate with. Above all I think his hospitality, his generosity,
his breadth of vie,v, his lack of bigotry or prejudice ,vere the
things that set him high in my estinlation.

"I lnourn his passing as that of one of Iny dearest friends and
I anl trying in nlY humble way to repay the debt lowe him for
,vhat he meant to Ine by these brief remarks this afternoon."

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS-CONTINUED.

lVIr. Miller Il10ved that the 111el110rials and personal tributes as
presented and read be approved and spread upon the pages of
the Journal of the Senate.

Which nlotion prevailed.

Mr. Miller 1110ved that the Secretary of the Senate be, and
he hereby is, instructed to send enrolled copies of the meIl10rials
and personal tributes, as presented and read, to the widows of
the deceased Senators oi' their next of kin.

Which motion prevailed.

Mr. Miller 1110ved that as a further tribute to the menlory of
the late Senators vVillian1 B. Richardson and J. V. Weber and
former Senators WilliaIl1 L. Roepke, Alfred L. Thwing, George
Nordlin, Joseph M. Hackney, and Louis E. Berg the Senate
do no,v adj ourn.

Which motion prevailed.
H. Y. TORREY,

Secretary of the Senate.

18


